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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
 

“Knowing what’s right doesn’t mean much unless you do what’s right.” 
Franklin Roosevelt  
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WHOLE SCHOOL 
 

 

 

Partnership with Parents 
 

Saturday 18 April 2015 at 10:00 in Gatton Hall 
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Chaplain’s 400 
Third Week of Easter 

 

And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb.
 Mk 16 
 

The resurrection of Christ is, like most mysteries, difficult, simple, subtle. It is 
comparatively easy to grasp the end of Jesus’ human life on the Cross. Capital 
punishment anywhere is an historical fact, it has observable methods and 
administrators, whether in Texas 2015 or Jerusalem 30 C.E. But the last and 
crucial bit of the Easter event is, in a very real sense, about a nothing. 

 
We are told that women went to the grave at dawn and found – nothing. One account describes 
abandoned winding cloths. Others hint at things nearby - a young man in white clothes, or angels. 
One account, moving or funny, has Jesus’ friend Mary of Magdala mistake him for the gardener. In 
another, a group of depressed former disciples are dragging their feet toward a village. Jesus joins 
the group, but is not recognised until he makes a unique gesture during a meal. There are parallel 
stories. One author carefully states that only a few of the encounters with the risen Jesus are written 
down. He is able to give only a selection of all the moments experienced by over 5000 people. This is 
entirely credible. Time was short. Writing materials were expensive. 
 
The resurrected Jesus was both different and the same. He was seen and recognisable, his voice 
was familiar, he could be touched, and he ate and drank with his friends as before. But intangible 
[untouchable] aspects appear. Some are puzzling. He is with those who knew him, yet they do not 
recognise him at once. Why? 
 
Intangible does not mean unreal. The things many most prize – relationships – are intangible. The 
words, feelings and ambiance of individuals are often intangible, and yet these are what most bring 
inspiration, reassurance, and hope. The Resurrection was like this, and on a cosmic scale. The 
Resurrection is not a dry doctrine, one of many to be called out and ticked off on Sundays in a creed. 
This would not inspire a worldwide revolution, centuries of controversy, and an organisation surviving 
2000 years of constant turmoil. The Resurrection established relationships. Primarily among the first 
community of Christians. Then throughout the known world. Next across the whole of creation, to the 
point that Christians believe that time itself was transformed by this intangible, but certain, event. 
 
Thousands of all ages packed the churches of the city in which I have spent Easter. Young people 
were eager to grasp and adapt the centuries of tradition enshrined in baptism. There was palpable 
but intangible sense among everyone of the One who said, ‘Behold, I make all things new.’ 

 

 

 

 

 BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 4TH MAY – NORMAL SCHOOL DAY 
 

Please remember that Monday 4th May is a normal school day. Students should 
arrive in normal school uniform for lessons as usual. 

KS3 Art Club & Artist in Residence Exhibition 

Don't forget to come along to Kirstin's art exhibition in Gatton Hall on Friday 24th 
April from 6pm to see Kirstin’s paintings and more sculptures by the Art Club. 
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Upcoming theatre trips 
 

The following three trips are now available to book through wisepay. Unfortunately, 
the payment deadline for these trip is this Wednesday coming – 22nd April. If you 
would like your child to attend but cannot meet the deadline, please email Mrs 

Love: emmalove@gatton-park.org.uk. 
 

Saturday 2nd May: 
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_maMvgoro-E 
2.30pm – Rose Theatre Kingston 

£11. 
 

Saturday 16th May: 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O704ld5WQnk 

(recommended for ages 11+) 
2.30pm – Gielgud Theatre, London 

£24. 
 

Saturday 27th June: 
Bugsy Malone 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JBWh-WoEDGc 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BWXaNK4WpWM 

2.30pm – Lyric Theatre, Hammersmith 
£26. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artist in Residence Kirstin Wood and the KS3 Art Club have created 
a beautiful stellated dodecahedron which is now suspended in the 

Town Hall.  It is made of recycled newspaper, tissue paper and PVA 
and is 6ft wide! 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL 

 

Star of the Week 

Spring Term 

Week 9 

 

3C Yolande Wang For settling in well to her new school and for trying hard 

in all lessons. 

4M Ben Lehain For setting a good example for behaviour and quality of 

work to others throughout the week  

5S Ota Imina Uwagboe For super effort and attitude in lessons recently.  

5W Bubbles Baylie For being a great team player and regularly helping out in 

class. 

6P Matthew Lehain For an improved effort in work and for an excellent 

contribution to the netball team. 

6L Keira Oyugi For setting an excellent example to the rest of the class. 

 

The Golden Book 

Spring Term 

Week 9 

 

Kumbirai Chiweshenga 3C For consistently scoring high marks in our weekly spelling 

tests. 

Christian Kitto 3C For his enthusiasm and effort in Literacy. 

Fraser Mills 4M For excellent use of complex sentences and embedded 

clauses in literacy 

Ishaan Zharotia 4M For excellent use of complex sentences and embedded 

clauses in literacy 

Jemima Philip 4M For excellent application of complex sentences to her 

extended piece of writing in literacy 

Charlie Bye  5S Great work in literacy this week.   

Amelia Chambers  5S Great Ideas in literacy this week.  

Rudi Haylock 5W Steady improvement in maths. 

Ashaan McIntosh 5W For improved presentation of his work. 

Suzanna Hobbs 6P For vastly improved spelling throughout the term. 

Elliot Misquita 6P For a brilliant effort and excellent ideas in science. 

Robert Bonner 6L For a superb piece of writing in literacy 

Phoebe Tidy 6L For excellent explanations in numeracy 

Life Survival Skills  
 

All pupils in years 5 and 6 are doing Life Survival Skills this half term. Please could they bring the 
following with them to each swimming lesson: long sleeved shirt, long sleeved jumper and long 

trousers, plus a plastic bag to put this wet kit into. Please also remember their swimming costumes! 
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SENIOR SCHOOL 
 

Sixth Form News 
 

Rotary Club Interviews 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year Sixth Formers are given a chance to have a mock interview with 
members of the Rotary Club. For those participating, the interviews took place on 
Tuesday 14th and Wednesday 15th April in the evening. Last year these interviews 
had been organised for students who were entering the world of work after the 
completion of their A Levels, to give them an opportunity to prepare for interviews. 
This year it was decided to give all Sixth Formers the chance to experience the 
interview process. Many of our Year 12s wanted to take part in an interview with an 
outside agency to further their skills and gain more understating on how to perform 
well. This will prepare them not only for work place interviews but for any interviews 
they may face in their university application process. 
The Rotary Club mock interviews give our students clear feedback at the end, 
which is essential to help them identify their interview strengths, weaknesses, and 
what they need to work on.  

 

Year 11 PROM Ticket 
 
Payment deadline: Friday 17th April 
 
Please note that the year 11 payment deadline has been extended 
until this Friday, 17th April, as many students have still to purchase 
their tickets. 
 
Should you have any problems or questions please email the Prom 
committee on PTAfriends@gatton-park.org.uk. 
 

Gatton Life 
 

Gatton Life is the latest Sixth Form Newsletter, written for students by students. It gives Sixth 
Formers a chance to talk about issues they are interested in, ranging from films to the Nigerian 
election and poverty.  
 
If you would like to view the newsletter, it is available on the School website in the  
News section: 
http://www.raa-school.co.uk/downloads/gattonlife-sixthformnewslettermarch2015.pdf 
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Sixth Former Success 

 

 
 
Josef Willsher, Year 12 student, was on BBC Radio Surrey over the Easter Half 
Term to talk about his puzzle-solving app, Swift Cube.  
Josef was inspired by tricky puzzles such as Rubik’s Cube, V-Cube 3, Gans III, 
and Magic Square Cube to create an app that will solve any 3x3x3 six sided 3D 
cube. 
Users can input information into the app by either tapping in colours or by taking 
photos of the different sides of their cube. This is then processed and instructions 
are given on how to solve the cube.  
So far, the app has been a great success and has been purchased by over one 
hundred Appstore users.  

 

 

 

 

Year 8 trip to Vimy Ridge, Arras 
 

Thursday 25th June Depart 6am return approx. 9.30pm 
 

Cost £49 
 

To commemorate those from RAAS who gave their lives in the 
Great War there will be visits to the Canadian, British and 

German cemeteries at Vimy, the frontline trenches and free time 
in Arras – parents are warmly welcomed to join us 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award – Bronze Training 
Saturday 18 April to Sunday 19 April 

 
Arrangements: 
 
1p.m.  Meet activities hut having had lunch 
 Include pitching tents and cooking on trangias, route card planning 
 
8p.m.  Training finishes 
Overnight camping at RAAS, breakfast cooked on the trangias 
 
9.30  DofE training starts 
 Including navigation, walking etc. 
 
4.55  Training DofE finishes 
 
5.00 Dinner in Dining Hall 
 
NB Pupils who fail to complete the training for whatever reason cannot go on 
to complete the Practice and Assessed Expeditions. 
 
Dress Code: no jeans, walking boots (sturdy trainers if that’s all), waterproof coat, 
layers, hat, water bottle 
 
Ideally – sleeping bag, rucksack, waterproof trousers, tent – we can lend all of this 
if necessary 
 
Food – food to cook on the trangia – pasta, sauce, cup a soup, muesli, hot 
chocolate, porridge – I will also provide some basics – BUT there is no access to 
the Dining Room and you must “cook” 2 meals. 

 

 


